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It’s hard to imagine what might have been going 
through Thomas’s mind when he returned to the upper 
room from wherever he had been, only to be greeted 
with the message that his fellow disciples had seen the 
risen Lord.  What would you have done, especially in 
the face of the fact that they all had experienced it; not 
just the one or the other? 

I imagine myself saying something like, “Really?  
What was that like?”  Or maybe something like, “O 
come on!  I know I’ve been away, but there’s no need 
to make things hard on me.  Stop pulling my leg!” 

There’s a part of me that likes to think that I would 
have been paying attention closely enough before 
Jesus’ death that his appearance post-resurrection 
would not have come as an unimaginable surprise.  
But there it is:  Thomas did not experience what the 
others had experienced and decides to play the role of 
Mr. Hard-to-Convince.  Maybe Jesus’ resurrection talk 
had always been hard for him to get a handle on.  
Maybe he wasn’t really interested in that so much as 
in his already firm notions about the Messiah and what 
would take place in the Messianic Age.  A person 
raised from the dead may not have fit in well with all 
that. 

That’s all speculation, to be sure, but we do know that 
the conditions Thomas sets for believing what ought to 
be earth shattering Good News is that it needs to have 
some connection with what Thomas knows.  It needs 
to fit into the world in which he lives.  He wants hard 
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and fast and touchable evidence.  You might say he 
wants knowledge, not belief. 

Our thirst for knowledge may not be exactly like 
Thomas’s, but it is quite common that, as we walk our 
journey of faith, there is a part of us that doesn’t really 
want to be on that journey.  “Just cut to the chase, 
Lord.  Make it clear to us so that we won’t have to 
wonder anymore, won’t have to work at believing 
anymore.”  With that kind of experience, the challenge 
of faith can finally take a back seat.  We will have 
stepped over a threshold into something firmer—or so 
we think. 

I have to admit, I do know people who “know” that 
they are being saved, that the Lord loves them and 
cares for them and has prepared a place for them in his 
kingdom.  This is a knowledge based on a conviction 
that comes from living the life of faith.  It’s faith that 
has become so firm as to be impervious to doubt.  But 
it’s not the kind of empirical knowledge that Thomas 
was talking about, or that we are often looking for.   

That sort of knowledge is the result of faith, not the 
replacement for it.   

It’s interesting to note that, although Jesus invites 
Thomas to probe the nail marks in his hands and feet 
and the wound in his side, Thomas does not actually 
take him up on his offer.  Instead, the encounter with 
Jesus itself is the sufficient response.  Thomas thought 
he would not be satisfied with anything less than 
physical encounter but it turned out that that was not 
the case.  Jesus broke through Thomas’s resistance 
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and gave him the gift that his faith life needed, the gift 
which outfitted him for the work of spreading the 
Gospel to the ends of the earth:  his presence. 

We can ask God for a similar gift—one that will be of 
help to us on the journey of faith; not to replace the 
journey with something else, but to make it possible 
and, if we really give ourselves over to it, to give us 
the kind of firmness of faith that blends into certainty, 
to “knowing” the presence of the Lord in our lives. 

We have so many examples of the kind of life that sort 
of faith produces and there’s something there that 
can’t be argued away, something attractive which can 
pull us in and pull us forward until we realize we’ve 
done it!  We’ve made the journey of faith and arrived 
at the eternal kingdom. 

 

 


